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TWO ELEANOR ROOSEVELT LETTERS IN HER BOOK THIS I REMEMBER  
 
103) ELEANOR ROOSEVELT (1884-1962).  Eleanor, the wife of Franklin Roosevelt, was the longest serving First Lady. 
 
Two Eleanor Roosevelt signed letters in a first edition of her book This I Remember: 
 
a) TLS. 1pg. 6” x 7”. July 18, 1950. New York.  A typed letter signed “Eleanor Roosevelt” on “Val Kill Cottage” stationery.  
She wrote to Marion K. Garrison of West Orange, New Jersey: “Dear Mrs. Garrison: You were very kind to send such lovely 
flowers to Mrs. Parish’s funeral and I deeply appreciate your thought.  It is sad to lose a member of the family.  With my deep 
appreciation, I am Very sincerely yours, Eleanor Roosevelt”. Susan Parish was Eleanor Roosevelt’s godmother and young Elea-
nor lived with Susan for a time.  The letter is in good condition with glue residue to the top margin.  It is attached to the inside 
front cover.  The signature is dark blue. 
 
b) TLS. 1pg. 6” x 7”. July 19, 1950.  New York.  A typed letter signed “Eleanor Roosevelt” on “Val Kill Cottage” stationery.  
She wrote to Marion K. Garrison of West Orange, New Jersey: “Dear Mrs. Garrison: You are more than kind to offer me the 
hospitality of your home and I deeply appreciate it.  The house in Orange was left to the Parishes so I will not be coming to New 
Jersey.  With my best wishes and many thanks, I am Very cordially yours Eleanor Roosevelt”.  The condition is very good with 
the top margin glued to the inside rear cover. 
 
c) The book, This I Remember, has faded front and rear boards and a slightly darkened spine.  There are personal inscriptions 
from 1949 on the front end page.  The overall condition is very good.  $450.00 
 

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT INVITES A FRIEND TO THE WHITE HOUSE FOR CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 
104) TLS. 1pg. 6” x 9 ¼”. December 14, 1940. Washington.  A typed letter signed “Eleanor 
Roosevelt” on “The White House” letterhead to Eddie: “If you are going to be in Washington 
on Christmas, I hope you will join us for Christmas dinner at 7:30 here at the White House.  
Looking forward to having you with us…”.  It has folds and is in very fine condition.  $250.00 
 
105) Signature. 5 ¼” x 3”. N.d. N.p.  A signature “Eleanor Roosevelt” in blue ink on the back 
of an Israeli bonds form.  Two pieces of tape at the top and bottom affect nothing.  $125.00 
 

A FEW WEEKS AFTER LEADING HIS TROOPS UP SAN JUAN  
HILL, ROOSEVELT, STILL IN CUBA, THANKS A NEW YORK LADY  

FOR HAMMOCKS AND NOTING “HALF OF MY MEN HAVE BEEN 
KILLED, WOUNDED OR PROSTRATED BY FEVER OR DYSENTERY,  

AND WE HAVE UTTERLY LACKED GOOD FOOD, SHELTER, CLOTHING 
AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND ASSISTANCE…I WISH THEY  

WOULD NOT KEEP US HERE TO CATCH THE YELLOW FEVER” 
 
106) THEODORE ROOSEVELT (1858-1919).  Roosevelt was the Twenty-Sixth President.   
 
TLS. 1pg. 8 ¼” x 10 ½”. July 27, 1898. In camp near Santiago de Cuba.  A typed letter signed “Theodore Roosevelt” to Mrs. 
Donald McLean of Lenox Avenue in New York City.  He typed at the top of the letter “First regt. U.S. Vol. Cavalry”, then 
wrote: “Those hammocks will be excellent for our men and I shall accept them with the utmost gratitude.  Remember me warmly 
to your husband.  We have had a pretty rough time of it here.  Half of my men have been killed, wounded or prostrated by fever 
or dysentery, and we have utterly lacked good food, shelter, clothing and medical supplies and assistance.  If only now we are let 
go home to recuperate or sent on the expedition to Porto [sic] Rico, I shall be satisfied but I wish they would not keep us here to 
catch the yellow fever, unless, of course, there is some real necessity for it.”  Roosevelt was in Cuba from May to September 
1898, and his troops first saw action on June 24.  He became immortal for his charge up San Juan Hill on July 1.  For his heroic 
military actions, Roosevelt was nominated for the Medal of Honor, but it was allegedly denied due to his complaints about the 
military.  Roosevelt published a public letter condemning the War Department for incompetence and supply problems (thus, Roo-
sevelt’s thanks for the privately furnished hammocks), and also authored the “Round Robin” letter that many other officers 
signed, urging the removal of American troops from Cuba because of the poor conditions there.  Yellow fever was not eliminated 
until after the war was over and many United States soldiers died.  In 2001, Roosevelt received the Medal of Honor and the 
award resides at the White House.  The letter’s recipient, Mrs. McLean, was involved in the New York chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution.  The purple ink has lightened a bit and the letter has some overall and even browning; there are 
marks in the corners from a previous mounting, but they affect little.  Roosevelt corrected one word in his handwriting.  A fine 
and very rare letter by Roosevelt from Cuba.  $9,500.00 (photograph front cover) 
 

I AM ALWAYS INTERESTED IN PURCHASING  
QUALITY AUTOGRAPHS AND MANUSCRIPTS 
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PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT APPOINTS A NAVY ENSIGN 
 
107) DS. 1pg. 16” x 19 ½”. March 21, 1906. Washington.  A Navy commission signed “Theodore Roosevelt” as President and 
“Charles J. Bonaparte” as Attorney General.  The President appointed Eugene H. Douglass an Assistant Paymaster with the 
rank of Ensign.  The vellum document is in very fine condition with dark writing, naval engravings and a blue seal.  The right 
side has been irregularly trimmed, but sticks out half an inch to accommodate the conclusion of the Roosevelt autograph.  The 
Roosevelt signature, stretching five inches, is dark.  $500.00 
 
108) Signature. 5” x 1 ¼”. N.d. [likely as President]. N.p.  A signature “Theodore Roosevelt” 
clipped from a vellum document.  The large and dark signature has a light stain that touches 
the top of the “l” and the vellum is irregularly clipped.  $300.00 
 
109) ALBERT SCHWEITZER (1875-1965).  Schweitzer, a Nobel Peace Prize winner, was a 
musician, philosopher and physician.  He is best remembered for founding the Albert 
Schweitzer Hospital in Lambaréné. 
 
PS. 3 ½” x 5 ½”. January 12, 1964. Lambaréné [Gabon].  A black and white photograph 
signed “Albert Schweizter” and inscribed in German “The hospital under the palms, Lam-
baréné, 12-1-1964 Albert Schweizter friendly greeting to Anita Daniel”.  The photograph is in 
very fine condition.  $400.00                       
 

A COLLECTION OF ARTIST RAPHAEL SOYER CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 
110) RAPHAEL SOYER (1899-1987).  Soyer was a Russian born American artist; he was a 
social realist and much of his work focused on New York City. 
 
A grouping of sixteen holiday cards sent by the famous artist Raphael Soyer.  Some of them have inscriptions inside by Raphael 
or his wife.  Most of these appear to have been sent in the Sixties and Seventies.  All are in fine condition.  $400.00 
 

DR. SPURZHEIM WRITES “I SEND YOU THE THIRD SKULL FOR INSPECTION” 
 
111) JOHANN GASPAR SPURZHEIM (1776-1832).  Spurzheim was a German doctor who was a proponent of phrenology, 
the discredited belief that the shape of one’s skull determines character. 
 
ALS. 1pg. 4 ½” x 7 ¼”. January 2, 1828. N.p.  An autograph letter signed “G. Spurzheim” in English to an unknown correspon-
dent.  He penned: “Sir - I send you the third skull for inspection, but request to get it back to-day to have it pack up again with 
the others. Your humble servt. G. Spurzheim”.  The American Book Prices Current shows only one other Spurzheim letter sell-
ing in the last thirty-five years.  The letter is laid to a thick board and has some light aging spots, but is in fine condition.  $600.00 

 
JUST AFTER THE GRAPES OF WRATH IS RELEASED, STEINBECK  
WRITES ABOUT FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT’S ADMINISTRATION:  

“IT IS IN YOUR OPINION, SELLING OUT OR BEING PUSHED AROUND?” 
 
112) JOHN STEINBECK (1902-1968).  An American writer, Steinbeck is best remembered for 
The Grapes Of Wrath, East Of Eden, Of Mice And Men, Cannery Row and Travels With Charley. 
 
ALS. 1pg. 3 ½” x 5 ½”. May 16, 1939. Los Gatos [California].  An autograph letter signed “John 
Steinbeck” to Dorothy Wyson Smith of the Traveler’s Aid Society in Los Angeles.  Steinbeck wrote 
a month after The Grapes Of Wrath was released: “Dear Mrs. Smith, Thank you for your kind letter.  
I am interested in what you say about the [Roosevelt] administration.  It is in your opinion, selling 
out or being pushed around?  Just got back from a long trip and state another one immediately.  
Hence the shortness.  Again thank you.  Sincerely John Steinbeck”.  Roosevelt was supposedly 
affected by the portrayal of poor Americans in The Grapes Of Wrath.  The front of the postcard is 
addressed by Steinbeck to Smith and has postal cancellations.  It is in very fine condition.  $1,000.00 
 

113) THADDEUS STEVENS (1792-1868).  Stevens was a powerful Pennsylvania Congressman who helped push through the 
Fifteenth Amendment, imposed Reconstruction and impeached President Johnson.  
 
ALS. 1pg. 8” x 10”. April 4, 1844. Lancaster.  An autograph letter signed “Thaddeus Stevens” in his challenging handwriting: 
“I have never supposed there being able to beneficial co. or insurance co, or Fire Engine – things requiring no funds come under 
the…has given me no answer for…I suppose they decline…”.  The letter has a few folds and is in fine condition.  $150.00 
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AN ARCHIVE OF NINE LETTERS SIGNED BY SECRETARIES OF STATE 
 

114) HENRY STIMSON (1867-1950).  The distinguished Stimson served as Taft’s Secretary of War, Hoover’s Secretary of 
State and Franklin Roosevelt’s Secretary of War. 
 
An archive of nine letters signed by Secretaries of State; six are by Henry L. Stimson, two are by Edward Stettinius, Jr. and one 
by Dean Acheson.  All are addressed to either Bertram Hulen or his wife.  Hulen was the long-time Washington bureau corre-
spondent for The New York Times.  He was killed in an airplane crash near Bombay while flying from Indonesia to the Nether-
lands.  A few of the grouping’s highlights include: 
 
a) TLS. 1pg. 8 ½” x 10 ½”. September 12, 1939. New York.  A typed letter signed “Henry L. Stimson” to Bertram Hulen: “I am 
very much pleased to find on my desk…the copy of your book ‘Inside the Department of State’.  I have just glanced over it 
enough to see that it is a well poised and carefully written book…with an evident attempt to explain the functions of the Depart-
ment of State without either scandal or flamboyance…”.  The letter is in fine condition. 
 
b) TLS. 1pg. 6” x 8”. November 7, 1945. Huntington, Long Island.  A typed letter signed “Henry L. Stimson” to Bertram Hulen: 
“You were very kind to write to me as you did at the time of my resignation from office [he left the State Department on Septem-
ber 21, 1945].  I should have acknowledged your note earlier…I was obliged to retire to my home and here seek the rest which 
was imperative in order that I might recuperate from the damage caused by the strain of the past five years.  Although I am still 
confined to my bed, I feel confident that I have been making progress…”.  The letter is in fine condition. 
 
c) TLS. 1pg. 6 ½” x 10”. October 30, 1947. Huntington, Long Island.  A typed letter signed “Henry L. Stimson” to Bertram 
Hulen: “That was a very nice letter you sent me about ‘The Challenge to Americans’, and it gave me much gratification.  The 
Russian problem is a tough one, as you say, but with patience and good sense I think we can pull through it and solve it.  We 
ought to be able to learn from our former mistakes enough to carry us through, if we will only study them…”.   
 
d) TLS. 1pg. 6” x 7 ½”. July 14, 1949. Huntington, Long Island.  A typed letter signed “Henry L. Stimson” to Mrs. Hulen: “I 
cannot tell you how deeply I have been shocked and grieved by the news of your husband’s death in a plane crash near Bombay.  
I have always regarded him as one of the best of the Washington correspondents that I have had the pleasure of knowing…he 
died like a soldier on an important mission for his country…”. 
 
e) TLS. 1pg. 7” x 9”. October 27, 1943. Washington.  A typed letter signed “E Stettinius” to Bertram Hulen: “I enjoyed our visit 
the other day and hope to have the pleasure of another one with you soon.  I greatly appreciate your inscribing ‘Inside the De-
partment of State’ for me…”.  The letter is in fine condition with a slight toning band across the horizontal fold. 
 
f) TLS. 1pg. 7” x 9”. July 13, 1949. Washington.  A typed letter signed “Dean Acheson” to Mrs. Hulen: “It was a profound 
shock to me to learn of Bert’s tragic death at Bombay yesterday…I tried to express my deep feeling of personal loss in my state-
ment at the press conference today.  It is difficult for me to come to the realization that I shall not be seeing that familiar, kindly 
figure who used to meet and chat with me during those morning walks in Georgetown…”.  The letter is in fine condition. 
 
There are a few letters from other officials.  $350.00 for the archive 
 
115) GEORGE SZELL (1897-1970).  George Szell was an American conductor who led the Cleveland Orchestra. 
 
ALS. 1pg. 8 ½” x 11”. June 13, 1964. N.p.  An autograph letter signed “George” to Leopold Mannes: “Indirectly, I learn that 
your panel has certain reservations regarding the American Works suggested for the C.O. [Cleveland Orchestra]…that you are 
going to write me about it.  As I have not yet heard from you I would ask you to tell me soon what is on your (their) mind(s)- be-
cause our house programs for next season are closely adjusted to touring requirements and if any changes are to be contem-
plated I must act soon, because our prospectus is in the process of going to the printer and it would be most embarrassing 
(especially with a contemporary American work) to have a piece announced and then taken off the program!  I hope all is well 
with you & your family – it is with us…”.  The letter is in fine condition and on the back of a mimeographed sheet headed 
“GEORGE SZELL Summer Itinerary, 1964”.  $150.00 
 

PRESIDENT TAFT APPOINTS A NAVY LIEUTENANT 
 
116) WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT (1857-1930).  Taft was the Twenty-Seventh President and the Supreme Court Chief Justice.   
 
DS. 1pg. 15 ¾” x 19 ¼”. December 27, 1910. Washington.  A military commission signed “Wm. H. Taft” as President and co-
signed by the Secretary of the Navy.  It appointed Eugene H. Douglass an Assistant Paymaster with the rank of Lieutenant.  The 
vellum document has naval engravings, light foxing to a couple edges and a fold to one corner.  The Taft signature is large and a 
tad light.  $400.00 
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PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE TAFT WRITES TO A JOURNALIST 
 
117) TLS. 1pg. 5 ½” x 8 ¼”. August 8, 1908. Hot Springs, Virginia.  A typed letter signed “Wm H Taft” as Presidential candi-
date to Mr. Sherman, the managing editor of The Springfield Union in Massachusetts: “I beg to acknowledge receipt of your 
favor of the 6th instant and to thank you for writing me and for the cartoons which you send, as well as for your kindly expression, 
which I appreciate.”  The letter has mailing folds and is in fine condition.  $200.00 
 
118) BAYARD TAYLOR (1825-1878).  Taylor was a prolific poet and author.   
 
DS. 1pg. 5” x 8”. February 27, 1860. New York.  A document signed “Bayard Taylor” with a handwritten postscript “It is en-
tirely too late – my time is all taken up.”  The paper has folds and is in fine condition.  $75.00 
 
119) ALFRED LORD TENNYSON (1809-1902).  Tennyson was an English poet of the Victorian age. 
 
Signature. 1864. N.p.  A signature “A Tennyson” on a small slip of paper.  It is in fine condition.  $150.00 
 
120) (THEATER) - FRANCIS WEMYSS (1797-1859).  Wemyss was a director of the American Dramatic Fund Association. 
 
ANS. 1pg. 8” x 10”. July 3, 1855. New York.  An autograph note signed “Fras C. Wemyss” two times: “I Fras C. Wemyss, 
Secretary of the American Dramatic Fund Association do certify that Ms Mary Hill Cramer the Claimant has paid all money due 
to the fund, according to the Rules & Regulations of our Association up to this date.  Fras C. Weymss Secretary A D F Associa-
tion.”  Above is an autograph letter signed “Mary Hill Cramer”, an actress: “I Mary Hill Cramer being incapacitated by age 
from pursuing my professional calling being over fifty two years of age wish to claim from the American Dramatic Fund Associa-
tion the Annuity provided for in such cases according to the first Section of the Act of Incorporation having regularly subscribed 
to the funds of the Association for Seven Years all money due by me being fully paid up as by the following Certificate of the Sec-
retary.”  It is written on blue lined paper with a couple of margin chips that affect little.  $150.00 

 
A JAMES THURBER LETTER ON THE NEW YORKER LETTERHEAD 

 
121) JAMES THURBER (1894-1961).  Thurber, an American humorist, frequently wrote 
and drew for The New Yorker.   
 
TLS. 1pg. 7 ¼” x 10 ¼”. March 13, 1959. New York.  A typed letter signed “Thurber” in 
pencil on “The New Yorker” letterhead.  He wrote to Stanton Peckham of The Denver Post: 
“I enjoyed, and so did my friends, your report of that pleasant afternoon in Cornwall, 
which I hope may be repeated someday.  I thought you might want to use in your column a 
letter I got from Fred Gildden of Aspen so I am having it copied for you.  This is the first 
news any of us here at The New Yorker has got of this scattering of the ashes.  I wish I 
could have got it in my book but it has now, of course, gone to press.”  Fred Glidden was 
the Western writer better known as Luke Short.  The letter has two mailing folds, including 
one through the signature, and the original envelope is included.  $400.00 
 

LETTERS BY NAVY SECRETARY UPSHUR, KILLED WHEN A GUN FAILED 
  
122) ABEL UPSHUR (1790-1844).  Upshur was appointed Secretary of the Navy by 
President Tyler.  On February 28, 1844, he died when a naval gun exploded. 

  
Archive. 2pg. 8” x 10”. February 17, 1843. Navy Department.  Two letters signed “A P Upshur” as Navy Secretary dealing with 
the appointment of Henry W. Eastman as a Midshipman.  Both have folds and are in fine condition .  $200.00 
 

THREE VANDERBILT SIGNATURES, INCLUDING THE ONE WHO DIED ON THE LUSITANIA 
 
123) ALICE G. VANDERBILT (1845-1934).  Alice was the wife of Cornelius Vanberbilt II.  She is best remembered for living 
at the Newport’s lavish Breakers mansion. 
 
WILLIAM K. VANDERBILT (1849-1920).  William K., a railroad tycoon, was the second son of William H. Vanderbilt.   
 
ALFRED G. VANDERBILT (1877-1915).  The son of Cornelius Vanderbilt II, he died aboard the Lusitania after he gave up 
his life vest so a mother could live. 
 
DS. 1pg. 8” x 3 ¼”. N.d. New York.  A partial document signed “Alice G. Vanderbilt”, “WK Vanderbilt” and “Alfred G. Van-
derbilt” as executors of the will of Cornelius Vanderbilt.  The document has some runny blue ink on the verso, but it does not 
affect much in way of the signatures.  The condition is very good.  $200.00 
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A DOCUMENT SIGNED BY SIR HENRY VANE, AN EARLY MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNOR 
 
124) SIR HENRY VANE (1613-1662).   Vane was a Member of Parliament, and a leading Parliamentarian during the English 
Civil War.  In 1636, he became Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.  He was tried for treason and beheaded. 
 
DS. 1pg. 7” x 8”. March 1647. Westminster.  A partial document signed by a few prominent Englishmen, including “H Vane”, 
the tenth Earl of “Northumberland” and the third Earl of “Salisbury”.  The tenth Earl of Northumberland, Algernon, sided with 
King Charles in the Civil War.  The document has light soiling and dark writing.  $300.00 
 
125) GEORGE WEEDON (1734-1793).  Weedon, a Continental Army general, fought in Virginia regiments during the New 
York and New Jersey campaigns.  He was promoted to Brigadier General and served at Brandywine and Germantown.   
 
D. 1pg. 7 ½” x 8”. N.d. N.p.  Two copied documents mentioning General George Weedon’s land in northwest Ohio; both are 
signed by Richard C. Anderson.  The top one states “General George Weedon enters 2,000 acres of land as part of a military 
warrant No 91 on the waters of Siota [Scioto] beginning at the Southeast corner of John Harrison’s entry…”.  The bottom one 
also concerns Weedon’s 2,000 acres on Eagle Creek.  Neither of these pieces are signed or in the handwriting of Weedon.  There 
are folds, light chips to the right margin that affect a few letters, and two holes in the paper that touch a few words.  $150.00 
 

AN E.B. WHITE ARCHIVE WITH AN EARLY TYPED POEM AND  
A LETTER STATING “I DIDN’T ANNOY PEOPLE BY DISPENDING MY POEMS.   

THE PEOPLE WERE SUPPOSED TO DISCOVER THE POEMS THEMSELVES” 
 
126) E.B. WHITE (1899-1985).  White was an American writer, best remembered for 
Charlotte’s Web and Stuart Little.   
 
TLS. 1pg. 7 ¼” x 10 ½”. October 13, 1978. Brooklin, Maine.  A typed letter signed “EB 
White” on his personal letterhead to Frederick Geller of Keene, New Hampshire: “Many 
years ago, I wrote the ‘Song of the Queen Bee’ on the strength of information from the 
Department of Agriculture that bees had not been inseminated by artificial means.  This is 
no longer true.  I have no recollection of having given a copy of the poem to Spide Bridge-
man – I didn’t annoy people by dispending my poems.  The people were supposed to dis-
cover the poems themselves.  I did give Spide a dog – but that’s different from a poem.”  
The letter is in very fine condition and accompanied by the original envelope.  There is a 
copy of the October 1978 letter from Geller to White, explaining the background and en-
closing the poem.  There are three typewritten pages, composed perhaps in the 1940s, 
containing “Song of the Queen Bee” with typewritten corrections by White.  This was 
undoubtedly typed by White and given to Bridgeman.  There are a couple of short fold 
tears that have been professionally repaired.  The archive also contains photocopies of 
letters from White to Bridgeman, signed “Andy,” White’s college nickname.  $600.00 
 
127) SIR DAVID WILKIE (1785-1841).  A Scottish painter, Wilkie specialized in historical paintings and portraits.   
 
ALS. 1pg. 5” x 7 ¾”. Kensington. Feby 6 1827.  An autograph letter signed “D Wilkie” to Mr. Fraser: “I regretted to find you 
had been unwell, when I called, pray inform me when I can have the pleasure of seeing you for a couple of days, whether on 

Wednesday or Thursday.”  The letter is in fine condition with folds and light wrinkling.  
$125.00 
 

A HANK WILLIAMS SIGNED COUNTRY MUSIC BOOK 
 
128) HANK WILLIAMS (1923-1953).  One of the founders of modern country music, 
Williams sang “Move It On Over,” “Mansion On The Hill,” “Your Cheatin’ Heart,” 
“Lovesick Blues,” and “Cold, Cold Heart”. 
 
SB. 12pg. 8 ½” x 11”. N.d. N.p.  A book, The Smoky Mountain Boys Picture Album, 
signed on the verso by “Hank Williams”, “Roy Acuff” and “Arkie”, who was the 
country singer Arkie Shibley.  There are also a few signatures of minor country stars on 
the interior photographs.  There is light soiling to the item and wear to the spine.  
$400.00 
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“I BEGAN PRACTICING MAGIC IN MY BOYHOOD…I ALSO HAVE  
A MAGICIAN IN MY PLAY THE CRIME IN THE WHISTLER ROOM” 

 
129) EDMUND WILSON (1895-1972). Wilson was a pre-eminent literary editor and critic and he was instrumental in promot-
ing Hemingway, Nabokov, Faulkner and Fitzgerald. 
 
ALS. 1pg. 5” x 7”. November 4, 1963. Paris.  An autograph letter signed “Edmund Wilson” to Dr. Benjamin B. Braude, a mem-
ber of the American Society of Magicians: “I began practicing magic in my boyhood when I came upon a copy of Hoffman’s 
Modern Magic.  Later I learned new tricks from time to time from other books on the subject & from amateur & professional 
magicians.  I still amuse myself with magic.  I also have a magician in my play The Crime in the Whistler Room (Five Plays, 
Farrar, Strauss Co.).  Yours sincerely Edmund Wilson”.  The letter is in very fine condition with dark writing; the original mail-
ing envelope is included.  $250.00 

 
PRESIDENT WILSON IS A FINANCIAL CONSERVATIVE: “THE ENORMOUS FIGURES  
TO WHICH THE NECESSARY EXPENSES OF THE GOVERNMENT ARE NOW RUNNING” 

 
130) WOODROW WILSON (1856-1924).  Wilson was the Twenty-Eighth 
President. 
 
TLS. 1pg. 7” x 9”. April 1, 1914. Washington.  A typed letter signed “Woodrow 
Wilson” as President on “The White House” letterhead.  He wrote to George 
Bixby of Plattsburgh, New York: “I am very much interested in what you tell me 
of the plans for a monument to commemorate the Battle of Plattsburgh.  I wish I 
could in conscience play the part you wish me to play in urging an appropriation 
from Congress, but at the present session, at any rate, I should not feel justified in 
doing so because of the enormous figures to which the necessary expenses of the 
Government are now running.  I greatly regret this but I am sure you will appre-
ciate the reason.”  In 1914, the Federal budget was $726 million.  The Battle of 
Plattsburgh, also known as the Battle of Lake Champlain, was fought in Septem-
ber 1814, and Mr. Bixby wanted to commemorate its centennial.  The letter is in 
fine condition with a horizontal mailing fold that affects nothing.  $750.00 
 

PRESIDENT WILSON APPOINTS A  
NAVY LIEUTENANT COMMANDER  

 
131) DS. 1pg. March 16, 1917. Washington.  A Navy commission signed 
“Woodrow Wilson” as President and co-signed “Josephus Daniels” as Secretary of the Navy.  Wilson appointed Lewis H. 
Wheeler a surgeon in the Navy with the rank of Lieutenant Commander.  The vellum document has some light yellow staining to 
the right side, including some by and over part of the Wilson signature.  Both the Wilson and Daniels signatures are dark.  The 
blue seal is intact and the Navy engravings are sharp.  The condition is very good to fine.  $500.00 
 
132) WILLIAM WIMSATT (1907-1975).  Wimsatt was an American author and literary critic.  He taught at Yale and is re-
membered for his books about Samuel Johnson and poetry theory. 
 
TLS. 1pg. 8 ½” x 11”. October 29, 1969. New Haven.  A typed letter signed “W.K. Wimsatt” to English professor William 
Plumley.  Wimsatt discusses his poetry theory, the Intentional Fallacy: “…Here is an offprint of an essay in which a few years 
ago I tried to bring up to date my reflections…in ‘The Intentional Fallacy.’… I emphatically agree with you about the yearning of 
the younger generation for handles which will give them a secure hold on literature…a scholar’s printed ideas ought to be more 
for dispersion than money-making…”.  The letter, which is in fine condition, is accompanied by the offprint, entitled From The 
Disciplines of Criticism and inscribed “William Plumley regards from WK Wimsatt 29.10.69”.  $100.00 
 
133) REGINALD WINGATE (1861-1953).  A British military officer, Wingate was a colonial administrator in Egypt and Su-
dan.  He fought in the battles of the Atbara and Omdurman. 
 
TLS. 1pg. 8 ¼” x 13 ¼”. January 42, 1902. Khartoum [Sudan].  A typed letter signed “Reginald Wingate” in purple ink.  Writ-
ing on “Sudan Government, Education Office” letterhead, Wingate wrote to Mr. Heineman of London’s Outlook magazine: “I 
have just heard from the Outlook, and have to thank you very sincerely for the presentation you have made to our Palace Library 
at Khartoum.”  The letter has three mailing folds and is in fine condition.  $150.00 
 

TO DOWNLOAD A FULL COLOR VERSION OF THIS CATALOG, PLEASE 
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A VERY EARLY HANDWRITTEN LETTER BY A WOMAN 
 

134) (WOMAN LETTER).  ALS. 1pg. 5 ¾” x 4 ¾”. August 4, 1652. N.p. [but 
likely England].  A very early autograph letter signed “Sarah Deacon” to her 
cousin Sarah: “I received your letter and taken that you sent me and give you 
many thanks for your remembrance.  I desire to be remembered to my uncle and 
aunt and the rest of my cousins.  I sent that you small token here inclosed and 
would have sent you a better is at present I could have sent it.  But…you will 
accept it with my love unto you I rest Your loving cousin Sarah Deacon”.  The 
letter is written on small and slightly irregular paper; there are two small stains 
to the left side and one to the right side.  It is encapsulated in Mylar.  Sarah 
Deacon, daughter of Thomas, was born in 1604 (it is amazing what is found on 
the Internet).  There are few handwritten letters by women this early.  $500.00 
 

135) (WORLD WAR I).  ALS. 4pg. 7” x 9”. May 24, 1918. N.p. [France].  An autograph letter signed “Will” in pencil on ma-
nila paper: “…You can see all the kids when you live in the houses that the French citizens have been driven out of by the 
war...You often find the boy of the house about your age and that he has to be the little man.  He drives the wagon if they have 
one, or the dog cart if they don’t...Today it is raining hard & I am staying in my dugout.  It is a place off the side of a country 
road dug into the earth & supported by 2” planks.  Upright timbers hold the top up & we sleep around the sides.  Yesterday we 
had quite a time for 8 shells landed within a radius of 25 yards all around us.  We just kept quiet & dug as near the middle of the 
earth as possible & laughed trying to make each other think that we did not care.  Is that being deceitful?...I want you to be bet-
ter off at 28 than I am…”.  It is in fair condition with repaired separations.  $75.00 
 

EISENHOWER SENDS A LETTER OF STATE TO BOLIVIA 
 

136) DWIGHT EISENHOWER (1890-1969). Ike was the Thirty-Fourth President.   
 

DS. 1pg. 10 ¼” x 14”. April 8, 1959. Washington.  A Letter of State signed “Dwight 
D Eisenhower” as President and co-signed “Christian A. Herter” as acting Secretary 
of State.  Ike wrote the President of the Republic of Bolivia: “I have made choice of 
Carl W. Strom, a distinguished citizen of the United States to reside near the Govern-
ment of your Excellency in the quality of Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotenti-
ary of the United States of America.  He is well informed of the relative interests of the 
two countries and of the sincere desire of this Government to cultivate to the fullest 
extent the friendship which has so long subsisted between them...I therefore request 
Your Excellency to receive him favorably and to give full credence to what he shall 
say on the part of the United States to the assurances which I have charged him to 
convey to you of the best wishes of this Government for the prosperity of Bolivia.”  It 
is in fine condition with a fold.  $500.00 
 

ALDOUS HUXLEY LETTERS TO A FELLOW WRITER,  
DISCUSSING HIS WORKS AND CRITIQUING HER NOVEL 

 
137) ALDOUS HUXLEY  (1894-1963).  Huxley gained fame for his novels Crome Yellow, Antic Hay and Point Counter Point.  
His concerns that science was destroying humanity was expressed in Brave New World. 

 

An archive of six Aldous Huxley letters to the writer Claire Nicholas White and her sculptor hus-
band, Robert White: 
 

a) ALS. 1pg. 8 ½” x 11”. 30 XII [19]38. N.p.  An autograph letter signed “Aldous” in French; he 
thanked Claire for a poem.  It has a very light toning box and three folds that affect little. 
 

b) TLS. 1pg. 8 ½” x 11”. February 14, 1949. Palm Desert, California.  A typed letter signed 
“Aldous” to Bobby: “We keep on expecting to go to Wrightwood; but the snow keeps on falling 
and the wind keeps on blowing and the frost keeps on freezing and the doctor keeps on saying that 
the least arctic place in Southern California is this one – so here we still are, and probably shall 
remain for quite a while to come.  Meanwhile your horse is up there in the snow, and we have not 
had a chance of seeing him again. So I can only thank you for the memory of a beautiful creature 
glimpsed in your studio.  I liked him then, and I know I will go on liking him when I see him again.  
I hope all goes well with all of you and that Sebastian continues to increase in wisdom and avoir-
dupois.  As for us, we vegetate in this desert, enjoying the beauty of sand dunes and the first flow-

ers, of date palms and canyons and mountains covered with snow.  In the intervals I have been writing some essays and making a 
dramatization of Ape and Essence.  Perhaps somebody some time will put it on.  Who knows?  Our love to you both.  Please re-
member us to your mother and father and give Cynthia all the messages that are appropriate to the coming occasion.”  In 1948, 
Huxley published Ape and Essence.  It has three punch holes in the left margin and three mailing folds, but it is in fine condition. 
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 “ISLAND…HAS HAD A CURIOUSLY MIXED RECEPTION - SOME PEOPLE ENTHUSIASTIC OTHERS  
INTENSELY HOSTILE, NOBODY, IT SEEMS, INDIFFERENT…ISLAND IS SO INADEQUATE” 

 

c) ALS. 2pg. 8 ½” x 11”. 10 VII [19] 62. 6233 Mulholland, Los Angeles.  An autograph letter signed “Aldous” to Claire: “Thank 
you for your letter...I am glad you liked Island.  It has had a curiously mixed reception - some people enthusiastic others in-
tensely hostile, nobody, it seems, indifferent...I have just finished a brief essay on ‘Literature & Science’ for the International 
PEN club meeting...Yes, where do children get such ideas as constructing a gallows? (Siggy gave me a perfect model of a guillo-
tine when he was about 12).  And the gallows complex persists.  After all, every one of the world’s great tragedies from Aeschylus 
to Shakespeare – is concerned with the kind of things that one reads on the front pages of the tabloids – murder and sexual scan-
dals…as a novel, Island is so inadequate.”  Island was Huxley’s last novel, published in 1962.  It is in fine condition. 
 

d) ALS. 2pg. 6 ¼” x 10”. 17 XI [19]62. 6233 Mulholland, Los Angeles.  An autograph letter signed “Aldous” to Claire: “...It is 
always a great delight to see you & Bobby & the children, and an enduring satisfaction to know that Matthew and his children 
have put down a set of subsidiary roots at St. James.  Alas for Erasmus!  How I shd [sic] like to be like him!  And how sadly I 
realize that his sweet reasonableness made him abhorrent to both parties, who went on with their wars and afraid only in de-
nouncing the apostle of good will, intelligence and compromise.”.  The letter has a couple of small stains that affect nothing. 
 

HUXLEY CRITIQUES A FRIEND’S NOVEL: “I READ IT WITH A GREAT  DEAL OF PLEASURE – FOR IT IS FULL 
OF GOOD THINGS, WELL SAID –  BUT ALSO WITH TWINGES EVERY NOW AND THEN OF DISAPPOINTMENT” 

 

e) ALS. 4pg. 8 ½” x 11”. 9 III [19]63. On the plane – LA to Rome.  An autograph letter signed “Aldous” to Claire: “I take the 
opportunity provided by a flight to Rome...to write you about The Death of the Orange Trees.  I read it with a great deal of pleas-
ure – for it is full of good things, well said – but also with twinges every now and then of disappointment – for there were things, 
I thought, which might have been better.  What was good was the overall picture – of the house, and of the family which is the 
beneficiary and victim of the house.  The things which might have been better were the relations between…and her painter hus-
band, which were never made very clear.   E.g. were they sexually compatible?  How much did she care about his professional 
preoccupations with art?  And if she did not take an interest in those, what was the basis of their happy symbiosis?  The charac-
ter of Steven was another thing that might have been better.  I found it difficult to believe in him as a small boy.  His conversation 
thoughts and actions did strike me as characteristic of his age – an age when children feel deeply, but feel deeply intermittently, 
and also, equally deeply, about many (often impossible) things.  To me, Steven was too much of one piece to be wholly credible.  
He might very well have done what you have him do – but surely he would have done a lot of other irrelevant and even incom-
patible things on the way to the final act of arson.  And didn’t you perhaps miss a rich dramatic opportunity by not having the 
authorities investigate the arson and confront him with his share in the crime and his family with the reasons in him and in them, 
for his delinquent behavior?  As the book now stands, the extrication of Stephen & his parents from the mess they have got into is 
accomplished too easily.  Dear Claire, if I make these criticisms, it is not for the sake of carping, but simply because the rest of 
the book is so good that I feel you could do still better next time...”.  White released The Death of the Orange Trees in 1963.  The 
letter is on lined spiral notebook paper with small holes still in the left margin.  A fine literary critique from a master novelist. 
 

f) ALS. 2pg. 8 ½” x 11”. N.d. N.p.  An autograph letter signed “Aldous” to Claire below a typewritten statement: 
“...Krishnamusti is not a vedantatist, nor is Gerald Heard – tho’ both have affinities with Vedanta.  I have omitted Prabha-
vananda’s name, because the significant fact is not that he personally is in S. Calif, but that the Vedanta Society has branches all 
over the USA, in S. America & in many European countries & that monks are trained in India to run these various branches.  I 
hope all goes well with you & the family & that you will get the Vogue job, which sounds as if it might be very interesting…P.S.  
The film is not being made by Selznick.  Better not mention anyone in connection with it, as negotiations are in progress now.”  
At the top is a typewritten statement corrected by Huxley about Eastern religions.  It is in fine condition. $2,000 for the archive 
 

Signatures and other lower end material 
 

Charles Francis Adams.  American diplomat.  Clipped signature glued to card.  $40.00 
William T. Adams.  Author.  Signed card. $20.00 
Carl Albert.  Speaker of the House.  Inscribed signed color photograph.  $20.00 
Gertrude Atherton.  Author.  Signed card.  $20.00 
James G. Blaine.  Losing Presidential candidate.  Signed card.  $75.00 
Edward W. Bok.  American author.  Brief ALS 1928.  $30.00 
William E. Borah.  Prominent Idaho Senator.  TLS 1936.  $50.00 
Harry Byrd.  Virginia Senator.  TLS 1963 re disabled Americans.  $25.00 
Erskine Caldwell.  Southern writer.  Brief ANS 1981.  $50.00   
Roscoe Conkling.  New York Senator.  Signed card.  $20.00 
John Connally.  Texas Governor.  Political TLS 1972.  $40.00 
Francis Marion Crawford.  American author.  Brief ALS 1895.  $20.00 
Walter Damrosch.  Composter.  Signed card.  $50.00 
Chauncey Depew.  Railroad executive and Senator.  Signed card.  $15.00 
Everett Dirksen.  Illinois Senator.  Brief TLS 1967.  $50.00 
Karl Donitz.  German World War II general.  Signed envelope.  $75.00 
Lord Dunsany.  Writer and dramatist.  Signed card.  $35.00 
Sam Ervin.  North Carolina Senator.  Inscribed signed photograph 1982.  $25.00 
William Evarts.  Secretary of State and Attorney General.  Signed card.  $20.00 
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Harry Fosdick.  Famous American clergyman.  Signed card.  $25.00 
Lucretia Garfield.  First Lady.  Signature removed from a free frank.  $75.00 
Richard Gephardt.  Missouri Senator.  Brief TLS 1979.  $15.00 
Arthur Goldberg.  Secretary of Labor, Supreme Court Justice.  Brief TLS 1961.  $50.00 
Charles H. Grosvenor.  Civil War soldier and Ohio Congressman.  Signed card.  $35.00 
Edward Everett Hale.  American author and clergyman.  Brief ALS 1895.  $75.00 
Walter Hampden.  American actor.  Signed card.  $20.00   
Charlton Heston.  American actor.  Brief TLS re joining the NRA 1999.  $50.00 
Thor Heyerdahl.  Norwegian explorer and adventurer.  Brief ALS 1975 and business card.  $100.00 
George F. Hoar.  Massachusetts Senator.  Signed card.  $20.00 
Oliver Wendell Holmes.  Famous American poet.  Signed card 1874.  $80.00 
William Dean Howells.  Famed American writer.  Brief ALS 1895.  $100.00 
Hubert Humphrey.  Vice President.  TLS 1954 re his re-election fund.  $25.00 
Emory Land.  American admiral.  TLS 1923.  $75.00 
Harry Lauder.  American actor.  Signed card.  $50.00 
Herbert Lehman.  New York Governor.  TLS 1930 re his reelection.  $20.00 
Frederick Leighton.  British sculptor.  Signed album page.  $25.00 
Henry Cabot Lodge.  Massachusetts Senator.  Signed card.  $15.00 
William G. McAdoo.  Secretary of the Treasury.  Signed card 1928.  $25.00 
John McCormack.  Speaker of the House.  TLS 1955.  $40.00 
Brander Matthews.  Professor of literature.  Brief ALS 1920.  $20.00 
H.L. Mencken.  American journalist and curmudgeon.  Signature removed from letter.  $80.00 
Patrick O’Boyle.  Archbishop of Washington, DC.  TLS 1956.  $10.00 
Thomas Nelson Page.  Writer and diplomat.  Signature removed from a letter.  $20.00 
James S. Parker.  Massachusetts Congressman.  TLS 1929.  $10.00 
Drew Pearson.  American journalist.  Archive of five letters.  $100.00 
James Randall.  Author of “Maryland, My Maryland.”  Clipped signature from free frank.  $75.00 
Elliot Richardson.  Served as four Cabinet positions.  TLS 19731.  $20.00 
Mary Roberts Rinehart.  American mystery writer.  Signed card.  $20.00 
Elihu Root.  Nobel Peace Prize winner.  Signed card.  $50.00 
William Ruckelshaus.  First EPA administrator.  TLS 1969.  $20.00 
Carl Schurz.  Union Civil War general.  Signature on a card and free franked envelope.  $100.00 
John Sherman.  Ohio Senator.  Signed card.  $50.00 
Cornelia Otis Skinner.  American author and actress.  Signed card.  $15.00 
Alfred E. Smith.  New York Governor and first Catholic Presidential candidate.  TLS 1933.  $50.00 
Francis E. Spinner.  United States Treasurer.  Signed card.  $25.00 
Robert Wagner.  New York City mayor.  TLS 1964. $20.00 
Lech Walesa.  Founder of Solidarity, President of Poland.  Brief TLS 1984.  $100.00 
Hugh Walpole.  British novelist.  Signed card 1928.  $20.00 
Robert Penn Warren.  Prominent American author.  Brief TLS 1986.  $50.00 
Kate Douglas Wiggins.  Children’s book author.  Clipped signature.  $50.00 
William IV.  British monarch.  Clipped signature.  $100.00 
 

On my travels, I bought a stack of classic country and western signed songbooks: 
 

Roy Acuff The Smoky Mountain Boys signed on the back cover.  $100.00 
Eddy Arnold signed Radio Favorites Song Book.  $40.00 
Charles & Danny Bailey dual signed The Happy Valley Musical Journal.  $25.00 
Hawkshaw Hawkins 11 Yards of Personality signed on interior photograph; also signed by four band members.  $125.00 
Johnnie and Jack Favorite Song Ballads signed by Johnnie and his wife Kitty Wells on the interior photograph.  $50.00 
Wilma Lee and Stoney Cooper Song Folio signed by both on front cover, along with members of the band.  $75.00 
Lula Belle and Scotty’s Mountain Melodies signed by both on the cover.  $40.00 
Bud Messner signed Fifteenth Anniversary Souvenir Album.  $25.00 
Webb Pierce Webb Pierce of the Grand Old Opry; signed on the cover and interior photograph.  $40.00   
Tex Ritter signed songbook; also signed by six band members.  $75.00 
Hank Snow signed The Singing Ranger songbook.  $50.00 
Ernest Tubb signed Folio of Recorded Hits No. 1.  $100.00 
Mac Wiseman Song and Picture Album signed on interior autograph space.  $40.00 
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